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                     HIGHLIGHTS  

CONTESA trustees and supporters pictured 
with the Deputy Minister of Education Hon. 
Clement Sinyinda, Kabwe MP Hon. Kakusa 
Kayula, Kabwe Mayor Teddy Sinkala & Other 
VIPôs 

CONTESA celebrated the official opening of the 
Kabwe Futures Community School  on 13

th
 April 

2011. CONTESA was honoured that the Deputy 
Minister of Education the Hon. Clement Sinyinda 
attended to conduct the ceremony. Students, staff, 
members of the community and dignitaries at-
tended the function.  
 
Dignitaries included the member of parliament for 
Kabwe Central the Hon. Kakusa Kayula, the Mayor 
of Kabwe Teddy Sinkala and Mr Masoud Alikhani 
the Chairman and Executive Director of Berkeley 
Mineral Resources plc, whose company  gener-
ously sponsored the costs of the official opening.  
 
CONTESA was represented by the Chair, Esnat 
Avon, Vice-Chair Dr. Margaret McDermott, trus-
tees Rosemary Stanbury and Dominic Wareham 
and Canadian supporters John and Elaine Batt.                                                                                                                 
                             continued on pages 2 and 3  

In this edition of our newsletter we feature 3 heart 

wrenching stories and a poem by an orphan, all 

arising from the 2011 trustee visit.  

The first is the óThe Sad Story and Short Life of 

Little Margaretô a single orphan who Margaret & 

Rosemary met in Solwezi. Read about her short 

life on pages 6 and 7.  

The second story is about  13 year old óOrphan 

Sarahô a double orphan living in Kabwe with her 8   

orphaned cousins. Read about Sarah on page 9.  

The final story features óAgatha and Kalubaô. 

Agatha is a 4 year old girl with club feet and 

Kaluba, a boy with cerebral palsy, who we have 

featured before . Read about Agatha and Kaluba 

on page 10. 

The poignant poem from orphan  Gift  is entitled 

óAIDSô and is on page 11. 
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 The  National Chairperson of the Church Family 
Mission (who were hosting the event), the Revd 
Moses Kopa, welcomed the Minister and explained 
the vision of the Church, which had been 
started  by the late Bishop Nkole and was shared 
by CONTESA, which was to serve the most vulner-
able in the community around. This shared vision 
Moses said would continue to grow with the new 
church leadership. 
 

CONTESA Chair Esnat Avon explained her moti-

vation for setting up the charity CONTESA and 

how the sharing of her vision with the late Bishop 

Charles Nkole had enabled the developments seen 

today at Family Futures Community School. She 

also outlined the activities of CONTESA in other 

parts of Zambia.  

The Deputy Minister for Education congratulated 
the Church Family Mission and CONTESA on the 
developments and progress made and encouraged 
them to continue to work together for the good of 
the children and the community.  He said that edu-
cation was the key to development but that his gov-
ernment was unable to achieve all it wished  be-
cause resources did not match  the level of 
need.  He therefore welcomed and encouraged 
such cooperation and told the community to re-
spect, care for and use well the facilities that had 
been provided for them and their children, and then 
cut the ribbon to formally open the entire school 
complex. 
  
The speeches were preceded and interspersed by 
songs, sketches and traditional dancing by stu-
dents. 
  
After the opening the Minister participated in feed-
ing the children before the invited guests also took 
refreshments. 
 

Esnat said that she, and the CONTESA trustees 

were very thrilled with the programmes and pro-

jects that had been successfully delivered in 

Kabwe over the past 5 years and this official open-

ing with the dignitaries attending was a recognition 

of this and a great example of how overseas chari-

ties can work with their Zambian partners to im-
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                                                                      continued from page 1  

The orphans start the proceedings 
with traditional dancing  

Deputy Minister of Education, Hon Clement 
Sinyinda helps with the distribution of meals 

The cooks enjoying a quiet moment before  
the frantic work feeding the orphans & VIPôs 

The choir join the drummers to sing for 
guests at the opening ceremony  
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prove the lives of orphans and disadvantaged children 

and to the benefit of the community as a whole and the 

country. She said that CONTESA hopes to continue 

working with the new National Board of the Church Fam-

ily Mission to expand its work and enable more orphans 

and disadvantaged children to have the hope of a bright 

future. 

 

CONTESA prides itself on itôs very personal approach to 

charity and supporting Zambian partner organisations. 

CONTESA trustees and supporters regularly visit and 

maintain personal relationships between the trustees, 

supporters, friends and the key Zambian partners, project 

management and volunteers.  We invite friends and sup-

porters to join these visits to the projects so they can see 

for themselves how the money is being spent but it must 

be emphasised that all the travel expenses of the trustees 

and supporters are met personally with no costs being 

borne by CONTESA. 

 

CONTESA would welcome supporters and donors who 

wish to join their next visit in 2012, or to visit on their own 

accord (our local representative and partners will look  

after you and accompany you), see page 14 for more de-

tails. 
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Special Thanks 

to Masoud Alik-

hani (2nd from 

left)  and Berke-

ley Mineral       

Resources for 

their  sponsor-

ship of the          

expenses of the 

official opening 

ceremony  
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4             Elaine - CONTESA is the Candle of Hope  

I had been looking forward to this trip ever since 
I had met my husband John who told me about 
Zambia.  It was so great to actually see the 
places he had talked about. Going there with 
Esnat and seeing all the hard work and amaz-
ing results that CONTESA is accomplishing 
made it just that much more rewarding.  Living 
such a privileged life in Canada, I could not 
imagine the poverty and need that is in Zambia.  
I was overwhelmed by the way these people     
welcomed me and made me feel at home. Their 
kindness in speaking my language  because I 
did not know theirs, their willingness to cook me 
something that I was more accustomed to and 
their openness to talk to me about their lives, 
hopes and dreams was humbling.  I honestly do 
not think that I would be so gracious if ñthe richò 
came to visit me.   
 
 It was lovely to see the new classrooms and be 
there for the opening ceremonies. How happy 
and proud they were. Celebrating with them 
made me grateful for the lifestyle I have.  I saw 
how the donation I make means the difference 
between allowing another child to be fed at the 
Chawama Clinic or helping another child at 
Kabwe Church Family Mission to go to school 
and earn a good living. I saw the pain of not 
having enough resources to expand programs 
that are doing so much good already but are at 
the breaking point because of limited funding.  
 
 I saw the hard work that the CONTESA trus-
tees put in and how their love and compassion 
enriched the lives of all who came in contact 
with CONTESA.  I am grateful to be able to par-
ticipate in this charity and be a small part of the 
wonderful changes that it is doing.  It has made 
me resolve to help a little more. I cherish the 
smiles of joy and the handshakes of friendship 
that were so freely offered to me.   
 
CONTESA is the candle of hope in the dark-
ness of Zambia and will always have a spe-
cial place in my heart for giving me the op-
portunity to see, feel and experience the dif-
ference love makesé.thank you. 

    Elaine with the orphans in Kabwe  

CONTESA wishes to sincerely thank all our donors and supporters, old and 

new.  It is only because of you that all the programmes and projects in this 

newsletter are possible. THANK YOU.  

Elaine and John with Esnat, Rosemary and 
Dorothy (administrator) at Chainda  

  Elaine helping with the   
  handing out of meals  

Orphans at 
Chainda  


