
   

   

    CONTESA Newsletter  
                     July 2017  

  CONTESA winding down but NOT winding up - CONTESA 
to transform into small grant making charity for grassroots  
                       organisations in Zambia  

               Dear Friends and supporters,  
 
 As I recently promised in my personal letter to you all the 
July newsletter will update you on the reasons for these 
changes to CONTESA. 
 
 When I wrote to you a few months ago I thought that 
sadly we would need to eventually completely wind down 
CONTESA, due to a combination of my deteriorating 
health and the increasing workloads and stresses arising 
from the management of CONTESA, as well as keeping 
the accounts, raising funds etc.  
 
Consequently I informed you that CONTESA would 
cease to accept donations after 30 June 2017, however I 
am extremely pleased to inform you that after some very 
emotional representations and some brainstorming by 
the trustees, that CONTESA will continue to operate for 
at least the next few years albeit in a slimmed down and 
different format, as a small grant making charity. A big 
thank you to all of you who have maintained your do-
nations and most of all to those of you who gave us 
special one-off donations.  
 
      However please be assured that as per our promise 
100% of the remaining funds will be distributed to ap-
proved programmes in Zambia and the funds will be ex-
pended in accordance with our approved objectives and 
MAA (Memorandum of Administrative Arrange-
ments). With the improved economy in Zambia over the 
past 5 years, affordability has improved and quite a few 
community schools now charge fees which enables them 
to be self-sustaining. CONTESA will under the new ar-
rangements target grassroots  

      CONTESA - A new dawn 

and exciting  new format 

CONTESA Chair  Esnat explains the reasons  

 for the changes and outlines how the new  

          grant  arrangements will work                

CONTESA handed over management 
and responsibility for Kabwe pro-
grammes to the Kabwe Family 
Church Mission -  see page 4 

                 DONATIONS 
Whilst we advised you that CONTESA 
would not continue to accept dona-
tions after 30 June 2017, this is no 
longer the case. 
We quite understand that most of you 
have cancelled your standing orders 
but should you wish to donate either 
monthly or one-off these will now be 
accepted.   

CONTESA makes it’s first grant      
under the new arrangements to    
Welfare Concern International which 
supports  150 children from it’s base 
in Livingstone.   
Please see page 3 for full details and 
photos. 

Continued on page 2  

Esnat wishes to say a big THANK YOU to all  you who sent her  love and best wishes togeth-
er with a variety of really wonderful comments.  
Thank you also to those who made representations to retain CONTESA in some form and 
especially those who made extra donations. 
These comments and ideas have gone into the winding down and reshaping of CONTESA. 
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organisations and children who fall below the radar and who have not seen any benefit in their lives 
from the improving economy. 
 
      I am expecting that CONTESA will be able to make 10 - 20 grants per annum to small grass 
root organisations in Zambia (or to UK registered charities supporting such organisations), the maxi-
mum grant will be set at £500. With this type of grant I would expect CONTESA will be able to help 
on average a thousand children per annum.   
 
     Some of the CONTESA trustees stepped down at the meeting on 17

th
 June 2017 and they have 

decided to start a new charity which will offer direct and ongoing financial support to programmes in 
Zambia, a brief outline of the charity, Future Pillars is at page 4. We wish Margaret, Rosemary, 
Kathryn, Gwyneth and Peter all the best and those of you wishing to support them can contact them 
as per the article. 
 
     The remaining CONTESA trustees held their first meeting on 17

th
 June 2017 and endorsed the 

new arrangements and noted that only small amendments to the objects and MAA (memorandum 
of Administrative Arrangements) should be required. I am currently awaiting the advice of our Com-
pany Secretary to advise on the legal changes needed as we are a limited company charity. 
 
     I apologise again for the suddenness of this decision but it has been in the pipeline for a 
while.  Whilst many of you will be sad like me that CONTESA is slimming down and changing shape 
we should not be, CONTESA has been more successful than I ever imagined when Roger and I set 
it up in 2005. We can all be very proud of our record and of CONTESA's achievements, which will 
live on and which have given many thousands of children a lift up in life they could never have 
dreamed of.  
 
     CONTESA now aims to start work to make the new approach benefit the maximum num-
ber of grass root orphans and children whilst keeping the workloads to a more manageable level. 
 

                                      As Mother Teresa said  
“It is not  how much we give but how much love we put into giving”            

CONTESA Chair  Esnat explains the reasons  for the changes and  

           outlines how the new  grant  arrangements will work  

                                                                                                                                                                             Continued from page 1 

Evelyn Tembo the nurse in charge at Chawama Clinic (which 
supports malnourished children under 5) has written to Esnat as 
follows: 

 Thank you very much for your email. I wish to convey my sincere 
gratitude on behalf of Chawama for the help through funding that 
supported in terms of improving  the health status of the children 
of Chawama through the CONTESA feeding programme.  

So many lives have been saved through your efforts. Just 
this afternoon I was discussing with Shebo on the way forward 
and she did say that through CONTESA one organisation is al-
ready helping out, but there should be focus on sustainibility i.e 
fundraising ventures. 

               Chawama Clinic sends a big Thank you 
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                Welfare Concern International, Livingstone 

Welfare Concern International (WCI) is a grass roots 
Zambian organisation based in Livingstone which 
supports 100 orphans (50 in an orphanage) and vul-
nerable children with school fees, food, uniforms 
(see shoes being distributed in top photo)  and edu-
cational materials. WCI commenced work in 2004 
and focuses on improving the welfare of vulnerable 
children and also women. 
 
CONTESA has supported WCI in the past with 
one-off grants so it is very fitting that they should be 
the first recipient under the new arrangements. 
 
 Moses Chibanda, WCI Director has already written 
to say thank you. Moses commented that WCI has 
been in partnership with CONTESA Charity UK for 
more than five (5) years now. We have been able to 
receive financial support from the charity over these 
years. Recently, (two weeks ago) we were awarded 
a grant of £ 500 to support orphans and vulnerable 
children (OVC).  
 
We wish to thank the board and the management 
of CONTESA Charity for their financial support 
given to WCI which was used for school fees, 
shoes and food. 

                  Chainda Says ‘Thank you so much’  

Thank so much for the help you have given Chainda 
for so many years. 
 
CONTESA touched the lives of many vulnerable 
children and mbuyas (grannies). 
 
Many children were able to continue  with school be-
cause they were assured of a meal at school. 
Chainda will always remember you.  
 
You have left an indelible mark. You built toilets for 
us at the time when our children were using pit la-
trines. 
 
You were also instrumental in making us have run-
ning water. This borehole has been of great help. 
We also appreciate your care in sending people to 
come and visit Chainda  from time to time. 
 
Please keep in touch  and you will always be part of 
us. God bless you and protect you. 

  Please let us know if you no longer wish to receive a hardcopy of the CONTESA newsletter.  
It is expected that due to the changes an annual newsletter will be issued around November each 
year.  The newsletter will continue to be through the CONTESA website.                       

Chainda Centre is located in the heart of 
the Chainda shanty town in Lusaka. It is 
managed by Dorothy Kayumba on a vol-
untary basis and feeds and educates 
about 300 children 

The above photo of a young boy at Chain-
da saying thanks for his food has long 
been one of our favourite photos. 
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 Grant programmes 
 
   The CONTESA trustees do not propose to set any exclusions for the type of expenditure eligible 
for a grant, the only condition will be that it must benefit orphans and/or disadvantaged children in 
Zambia under the age of 18. The trustees will judge every application on its own merits. 
 
  How to apply  
 
   CONTESA will invite applications twice a year from grass root organisations in Zambia and 
the invitations will mainly be promoted through social media, Facebook, Twitter, CONTESA website 
and word of mouth. Special and sympathetic consideration will be given to any urgent applications. 
 
  Information for grantees 
 
   CONTESA will design a simple template format for all grantees to use to submit their appli-
cations. 
 
During the past 12 years CONTESA has made a number of similar grants to a number of grass root 
organisations where the trustees felt that ongoing support was not viable and these have proved to 
be very effective. These grants (totalling £17,500 across all organisations) proved to be very suc-
cessful and very much appreciated with relatively small amounts making a big difference e.g. exami-
nation fees, school uniforms, cooking utensils etc. We aim to build on this experience. 

Outline of the proposed new grant application arrangements 

               Payment of restricted funds to Kabwe 

Whilst the bulk of the donations received by CONTESA were unrestricted CONTESA did hold 2 sets 
of funds donated for a specific purpose, these have been transferred in full to Kabwe Church Family 
Mission in June 2017 to support teacher training and Agatha. 

 
              
           The Ian and Wendy MacCallum Fund  
 
Wendy was a leading educationalist and Ian a prominent Hong Kong law-
yer. When Wendy passed away in October 2008 Ian established the spe-
cial account to fund teacher training in our community schools.  After Ian 
passed away in 2013 the fund continued at their son’s request to be used 
for teacher training. 
 
 
 
                             Donations for Agatha   
 
Agatha is a single orphan, her father died whilst her mother  is HIV+. Aga-
tha has club feet and has been accessing CONTESA programmes since 
2013. The wheel chair (in the photo) was donated by Gail and Hamish 
Blakely, Gail and Hamish have also been sponsoring her education at a 
special school on the Copperbelt. 

                    LEAVE MORE THAN MONEY, LEAVE  LOVE & HOPE   
Why not leave a  small legacy to charity in your will and bring hope to the lives of 
orphans and disadvantaged children by supporting a CONTESA grant. This is an 
amazing way for your generosity to last beyond your own lifetime and just a small 
gift can make a huge difference as we have demonstrated over the past 12 years. 
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5               Austin Daka of AUKA Foundation writes 

Zambian philanphropist and entrepreneur Teddy Kalimanshi has recently adopted over 30 com-
munity schools countrywide where he will be providing education materials for orphans and vul-
nerable children. 
 
Mr Kalimanshi, who is founder of A Cry of an Orphan Home (ACAH), a charity organisation, and 
also supports over 1,500 vulnerable children in different schools countrywide, plans to adopt 100 
schools by December this year. 
 
In an update on the adoption programme, Mr Kalimanshi said he has also adopted Chanda Chali 
community school in Lusaka where he will sponsor over 50 orphaned and vulnerable children. 
He has started buying education materials worth about K10,000 to be donated to the school 
where he will also pay a salary for a teacher. “I have just adopted Chanda Chali community 
school in Misisi township in Lusaka bringing the total number of schools I am sponsoring country-
wide to over 30. 
 
“Chanda Chali community school only has one teacher, so I will engage another teacher whom I 
will be paying a monthly salary of K150,” Mr Kalimanshi said. He said he will continue to adopt 
community schools because Government alone cannot manage to provide quality education to all 
citizens. 

           Philanphropy in Zambia starting to develop 

CONTESA handed over the responsibility for the          
Muchule School and facilities to the community and Auka 
Foundation in 2011.  Austin Daka has written to say:- 
 
We thank the almighty God for you, your life and your family. 
You are always in our mind and AUKA Foundation has re-
ceived very wide recognition today because of your sacrifice 
and contributions that you and  CONTESA Charity made to 
Mnukwa Village community. CONTESA came to this commu-
nity when there were no Roads. CONTESA came to our vil-
lages which is more than 600KM from Lusaka our capital city. 
 
Children were coming to school without shoes, uniforms. 
They had no classrooms, they had no food, teachers had no 
salaries and no charity recognized our work apart from great 
works of CONTESA  with its partners from UK and Methodist 
Church 
 
Today what was called Muchule community school is called 
Muchule Primary School and has received recognition from 
the Zambian Government and other organization because of 
your work. The government has sent a government Head 
teacher who is being paid for by the Government. Govern-
ment ministry is supervising the standards of teaching 
 
To us Muchule Primary School is one of the greatest pro-
jects CONTESA has assisted in Zambia. Girls and boys 
have gone for further studies into secondary schools and col-
leges. Before CONTESA came, these children were coming 
to school without shoes and sometimes only one cloth and 
hungry. God Bless CONTESA we greatly appreciate your 
works and we shall always remember you in our prayers. 

At top, outdoor mud & straw class-
room before CONTESA funded new 
classrooms & below new classroom 
block 

Austin together with contractor direc-
tor, William Tembo, overseeing 
CONTESA funded borehole construc-
tion 
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                 INTRODUCING FUTURE PILLARS ZAMBIA  
 
 
 
 
                                      Empowering vulnerable children in Zambia  
 
We celebrate Esnat’s vision in founding CONTESA and all that it has achieved over the past 12 years. 
We are privileged to have been a part of it and we are sad that circumstances mean that the time has 
come for CONTESA to wind up on June 30th 2017. But the need is still there and currently over 1000 
children a day are being given hope, nourishment and a means to move from poverty to a better and 
sustainable future for themselves and their families through CONTESA projects – and some have al-
ready achieved that goal and become qualified teachers, electricians, carpenters and so on. This 
needs to continue.  
 
So five of CONTESA’s trustees (Margaret, Rosemary, Gwyneth, Kathryn and Peter) have taken up 
Esnat’s invitation and challenge – to start a new charity to continue the work following the cessation of 
CONTESA. Over 1000 children are relying on us and you for their hope of a better future.  
 
The new charity will be called FUTURE PILLARS ZAMBIA, combining the names of two of the projects 
– Family FUTURES Community School and Family PILLARS Vocational and Skills Training Centre, 
with the vision and mission “to empower orphans and vulnerable children to become pillars of strength 
and hope in Zambia”. We have just received Charity Commission registration (UK Charity No 
1173534) and with this expect Gift Aid registration with HMRC within the next few days, so we are all 
ready to go!  
 
The need is urgent as the children are part way through the school year at Kabwe and funds are need-
ed to continue feeding, school and skills without disruption to their programmes.  
Thank you for all that many of you have done to support desperately needy children in Zambia through 
CONTESA over the past 12 years and we hope that you will feel able to be as generous as you have 
in the past to continue that support through FUTURE PILLARS. As before, we pledge that every pen-
ny donated will go directly to supporting the children, and with this introduction are new standing order 
and Gift Aid forms.  
 
Rosemary, Peter and Margaret have just returned from Zambia and can report that all projects are go-
ing well there.  
 
A newsletter will be produced shortly. We are building a website (www.futurepillarszambia.org.uk) and 
can be contacted at trustees@futurepillarszambia.org.uk.  

As explained on page 1 some ex- CONTESA trustees have set up a new chari-
ty, Future Pillars Zambia, we are pleased to include below an article received 
from their chair, Margaret, in which she introduces FUTURE PILLARS ZAMBIA 

CONTESA annual accounts for the year ended 30th June 2017 have already been complet-
ed and are in the process of being shipped to the auditors (Averillo & Associates) and it is 
hoped the summary will shortly be available through the Charity Commission website and 
on our website.  
 
Please also note that a summary of funds received and disbursed over the past 12 years is 
set out on page 7. 
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 Programmes handed over to Kabwe Church Family Mission 

When making the very tough decision to gradually wind down CONTESA operations to a more 
manageable and less stressful level the trustees weighed very careful the impact on all our sup-
ported programmes and as described in other articles it is not envisaged that Chawama Clinic or 
the Chainda Centre will experience any difficulties. 
 
Before handing over  the management and operational responsibility to the Kabwe Church Fam-
ily Mission CONTESA paid up in full their 2016/2017 budget funds allocation as well as giving 
additional funds for some overspending. Given that both the school and skills centre had started 
admitting private students and charging fees coupled with concerns re compliance with our crite-
ria these programmes would no longer qualify for support under CONTESA’s objects and mis-
sion and hence CONTESA would have sought alternative programmes. This progress towards 
being self-sustaining operations is a reflection of CONTESA’s achievements and also the big 
improvements in the Zambian and local economy in the last 5 years. 
 
The feeding programme should be taken over by the new Government policy to provide free 
meals but in the meantime it is hoped that the Future Pillars charity can support the programme. 

Over 20,000 orphans and disadvantaged children accessed our programmes during this 

period and several communities have benefitted from the mission and vision of 

CONTESA. 

 

 

 

   SUMMARY OF FINANCES RECEIVED AND DISBURSED DURING  

                             The 12 YEARS to 30 June 2017   

Type of programme           £ Comments 

      
  

  
Feeding 

 
      248,751 

  
  

  
Education 

 
     307,684 

  
  

  
Home Care 
  

 
       27,706 
  

  

  
Hospice 

  
       25,000 

Funded the clinic supporting children 
with HIV 

  
Capital 

  
     133,432 

  
  

  
Skills Project 

  
     224,728 

  

  
AMOUNT SPENT ON 
PROGRAMMES/
PROJECTS 

  
 
     967,301 

  

  
  
  
Expenditure on Govern-
ance 

  
  
  
      44,222 

  
  
Funded by Trustees and a small per-
centage from Gift Aid. 

  
TOTAL SPENT 

  
  1,011,523 

  

  
  
Total amount received 

  
  
 (1,029,552) 

Donors income, charity balls income, 
bank interest etc. 

  
  
Balance unspent 

  
  
      (18,029) 

  
Balance in the bank 
On 30

th
 June 2017 
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 Kabwe Church Family Mission  
(programmes based at Kabwe were handed to the Kabwe Church Family Mission to manage and oper-
ate with effect from 1st July 2017) 

 Feeding Programme  
 Futures Community School 
 Educational Sponsorship Grades 10 -12  
 Tertiary education 
 Home based Care Programme 
 Self help programmes - chicken rearing, hair salon etc. 
 Capital Projects  and maintenance–borehole, ablution, school, and kitchen 

dining blocks 
 Family Pillar Vocational and Skills Training Centre (VSTC)  

 Chainda Centre – Lusaka 
 Feeding Programme 
 Educational support (teachers allowances) 
 Capital projects - borehole and ablution block 

 Chawama Clinic – Lusaka 
 Feeding for the under 5 year old malnourished children 
 Income generation - sausage making machine 

 Messiah Mission – Chilanga 
(programmes based at Chilanga were handed over for them to manage and operate with effect from 
December 2015). 

 Capital Project - School Block 
 Support for feeding  
 Messiah Mission Community School 
 Educational sponsorship Grades 10 - 12 

Muchule School – Chipata (handed over to the local community to manage and operate  with effect 

from February 2011 ). 

 School classroom block,  

 borehole and ablution block 

 Teachers allowances 

Other  Supported Programmes 

 Our Lady’s Hospice, Kalingalinga Shanty Compound, Lusaka - Children’s HIV/AIDS Clinic 

 Green Care (Zambia), Choma, Southern Province School block (matched funding completed)  

 Kasanka Catholic Mission, Luapula Province,  Orphan support programme  

 Good Shepherd Sisters, Petauke 

 Welfare Concern International, Livingstone 

 YDO (Youth Development Organisation), Choma 

 Springs of Life Children’s Home - School & accommodation expenses  

          CENTRES/ORGANISATIONS WHERE CONTESA  HAS                        
                   SUPPORTED PROGRAMMES and PROJECTS 

    School feeding programme to be implemented throughout  

        Zambia announces Ministry of Higher Education               

               Permanent Secretary Henry Tukombe          

CONTESA was very pleased to learn that a programme of providing food to pupils is set to be 
implemented throughout the country following its first-class performance in 38 piloted districts and 
2,700 pre- and primary school learners. This programme will not only promote national food security 
but more importantly, contribute to national food and nutrition security leading to poverty alleviation,” 
Mr Tukombe said. 
 
The programme is financed and implemented by the Government, the Food and Agriculture Organi-
sation (FAO) of the United Nations, the European Union and the World Food Programme (WFP).  Mr 
Tukombe said the school feeding programme has improved school attendance for a larger percent-
age of pupils who stayed away from school on account of hunger. 
 
CONTESA’s foresight at introducing feeding programmes in conjunction with education have  been 
well recognised in Zambia and it is hoped that the new Government programme will be rolled        
out quickly. 


